
SIGNS OF SPRING IN THE PLAYHOUSES

PLAYS AND PLAYEF
..Potash (Q. Perlmutter" and Ih« Ameri¬
can Ïiw&sàmv-Ferdssfc&gad1 GottsCa^aenlR'a

Debut.Jonn Merritt.

By HECTOR TURNBULL.

The sue« e.xi of "Fotssh a- Pertmutti t
" In London spposrs to have

-Muck something very like terror to the hearts of a f< »v «>f the dramatic

wrltsra m that city. The crltle oi "The Standard," In a recent srtiele, |a

particularly moved m« feai lhal ths overwhelming popularity of Arm-M¬

ian ciMnediea snd American comedians pointa lo «an extinction ««i the

"clean Englisli corned) and p-io-i Engliah drams." Ural deploring I«**»

fact that the mu^i«- hails have already begun to preaeni "Potash <v Perl-
mutier'" dialogues, he predicts that Englsnd la threatened with "an ava¬

lanche of German« American Idiocy," and dialed playa In general.
Htie follows a i>ort)(»n «,f tin pies to : I! i">ni Englishmen:
"it requnrca n s^ossnry, snyhew, lor most people, espsclslly tin- \ast

majority who ha\e nol travelled In America, i<> understand much of what

in said by th«1 funny nr<ii,u« merchant« st th« Queen'fl Theatre. And. be-

si«j« s. la there no» ¡it present just a little t«*»o nun h of this drawing upon

America for Londons amusement? N« irlj every performer ;«t the music

hells Is a comical American of some sort or other. We have had ragtime
songa ad nauseam and our ballroomfl vulgarised by one-step dancing is

then* no chance to return lo health) English humor? The earl* dayi of
iho London muai« hall Comii ici ind Perfeci Cures' who were

often a little vulgar ¡n iheii w t, perhaps but, al least, II English
v*uagerlty, snd lh< merr* man went Into English pocket

"And Engll h mod la then noend- .¦ csn give ua something
purely of London, Ilk« "Coate" » mi the never-to-be-forgotten Ecclea?

"fjEngUsh playwrights snd comedy prose snd song eritera plesae think
BjTsout Awske. Bnglai 6

at «1 al Bt at H
Of course, it is lathei sail to «ontempli'te that ominous chink of

Kngh?h ao\erelgns in tho alien rocket, but they has their i.>n and pava

their mone\. The source of their fun, however, appears ¡-imp!«- to traca
It is not that thla avalawho of einiget plays, tglUlO-fUlsd musical shows

and comedy in th«* music hall.-, bears any particular label showint, it.s place
of manufs1 ture, it la merely that the humor oi ssntimeni involved la
tnternationa!. The Engii.sli. sa well sa others, Und in this "avalanche" Just
thai port of human car ature, vulgar or otherwise, thai they relish Th»

sentiment and humor in th«- charai Potash A Perlmutter" ,:re

nuite sa apparent and engaging to th« ''mantis merchants" of London as

they are !«¦ our own "cloak and suitors." \\'«., ourselves, managed to

extra» t n \\ il amount «'f fun for a !"r c. nine ,-,. of "Huht\." snd this

country il not .'...: overrun wi'h Scois.

What reallv Btln n the breasts of

these purists of the theatre and
what, more than Potash, has brought
forth this cry of alarm agatast dia¬

lect plays, la the sore of Bernard
Shaw';- "Bloodv. ¡-nil i,inkling. This
outrageous non! is Barred, but, hor¬

ror upon horror. "The BtBShaavd an¬

nounces in the sait)'' article that It

is to be blankly Immortalize«! in a

new Alhambia production called, for¬

sooth. "XOT (-) UK KM' The

blank, of course, Mands for the

sansrulnaty bomb which Mi. Shaw
heaved at the English sensibilities a

few weeks ase» in his "Pygmalion '

And when Shaw make mi Bngllah
Cockney girl talk In such an unheard

of manner is it any wonder that the

critics turn and rend the American

playwright? for their evil influence?

* K *

Some enterprising moving pletare
concern -AOild present an entertain¬

ing film If they could follow Jack
Merntt with a camera through Ins

day» t\oin Jack. <»r Mr. John M i-

ejtt. Uvas ;| dual egastsaee t<> the
.s of a theatrical worl«i. This sc-

few know him B8 "Jatk. thn

ice Boy,"' when they gag him as

.1« Perl Ht Hi«; gain o' Mr. H. H.

France's offices. The sarao few know

him ss Mr. John Iferrltt, the» aetor,
when they sea him in the flrat aot

of "A Pair cif Kisea" ai the Longed*1.
But, if we mistake rot, an enthusias¬

tic public will nom* time know him

ag John Meint', author of "The
Handjuomo Ssronet."

^«raweurvrMjuaauro ¦¦ ». beran to learn

the truth tthnut thll linBBBIIIBlng
youth. That wag when we were pre-
Bi ntad S/fth a card bearing the v.ordt-,
'John Merrltt, Bariulre, Actor and

its I'uhii» Ity Man of 'A Pair
Of BlXI We were then informed
that he felt that he had been ncg-
lected by tii»> newspaper mi n, and
aiahed to have his histor.v and pict¬
ure bhuonod t«> the world. Later he
came Into notice by nearly losing ail
three jobs for lOhOBIBlBl an onginal
proposal and suicide BOOBS. While thO
play whs going on- '" 'Nplainmg the
affair to his employer it develop« I
that he vus merely overzcalous and
washed to try out a scene of his own

writing v. hil.- there wa.« a leading
lady available.

AS this Ig in the nature of a the-
atrical announcement, we will make
the features of the forthcoming pro¬
duct-ion public with pleasure in Mr.
Merritt s own words.

88V I rent a scream. It s *c««»in'
to kno« k »in right out of dere seats.
LIUBO Dare's a duel and a ship-

;. m de fus' nki. bu; os/la' to
dtt dSJBM BOraBBaia' de oilier night
and crabbm' my proposai scene data
ail do fardar I got. Maw, i got to

work out des" oseaste when I gets a

chance, and With, all my Jobs I don't
get much clian«. ¦<.. I nearly killed dat
guy v.ho'a going Id play niy part In
'S1.\«V on tho road, snd 1* stealing all
my orirrinul stuff, but doln' it I
worked up an MOB BBS tho duel t»cens.

So, you see. Im progressin. I» won't
be IBBSJ before I in rollin' past my
name BE «he billboards in my cvir.

U-tca. &H.Ï* Wil *» tUa.»por,

eure, will you? Tie Handsome Bar«
onet.'"

Well, there it la "The Handsome
Rammt " And any on« who artrdtea
to see a melodrama glutting by
I «\s and progressing by thrilling
iniid« nts mav kf-p lus eye on Jack
Merit! .fust stay |fl sight of his
faming head. BOWSVST, for any «loser
is haz.ird«'tis. H«- may suddenly «-'-n-

celvo nn idoa for a itttls murder to

liven up a scene.

s» * *

Ferdinand Gottschalk, whose fin¬
ished pla>ing in the role of the
broken down, cadging gambler in
"The Truth'' si the Little Thratr.
perhaps the most Interesting piece of
acting In the comedy, began Ria
career m rather a novel menncr. Ju-t
after his graduation from college he
managed to get into a heated row

with his father, who hed a fiery
temper. The father finally became
so angry at the cool attitude of his
»on that he ordered young Mr. Clott-
?chalk from the room. Swinging on

hla heel and trying to carry the- dis¬
missal oft with good grace, the young
fellow looked so utterly comical that
his fath«r "«.as forced to burst out

.l»)LUaTr3Un¿\ , "Uïten. ihaUr. «aJ* -Mr.

Gottschalk the other da\. "I fell «er-

tain of my ability to cut some sort
of a figure sa a comedian. For any

hap v. lio « «>u!«l make my father
laugh v.hen no was in a temper bj
simply srsJking off. must, bfl abl»* to

Banks sn audience i<>u#.*ii from the
sti'f."

FLORENCE REED

Young Actress Is Unsatisfied
with Stage Conditions.

Thai German philosopher.he must hSSS
been a German.who flflSCfl S*rstS a book
to Stores tha« woman is Incapacitated lor
all hBtallectOSl a' ttvlty tlirousli h«.-r con¬

genital inability lo th.nk lesri) .ín.J em
«dnctly had ne»«.;- past alias PfaSTSBaCfl
Cet«! Is ».*'". he OUMs t \« w< ;i BBV4
met Mis*. Keed. for lie live»! vciy lung
ago, which was not the «.ase With Mi.-s
Rted 5Iisi Reed, as all New York

j knows, is the young woman who Is now

playing the part of the ysung Russian
Jewess In 'The Yellow Ti«dul" and who
h*4_"4 by her impersonation put herself
fairly and aquarelv In th* front rank of
our younger American actratscs
A Tribune representative called on Mis?

Reed last week, .u 1" r apartment, at tu-

HoteJ Rlchmor.il He wanted an !nt»v-
' view, but Mlas Reed had told htm mer

tAffciticaiio->A.iíi«(¿ .laca. cu«. A&vuavctr

had printed two oolurans ail about aba!
she did n«n Bay regarding the rttftSTSntl
«¡es t.. fsseinate a man." aba
rather doubtful sbsat aswspaper pubii'i-
ty. Bul The Tribune m;;ii naaaa-sd her
that his ini* rvlew a/ould he very aariotaa,
and all abesst \'i arttk the eggsaai "A,"
Hint Miss Read naally r-onsentsd t»» take
.1 ehsncft xmi tins aras iiow The Tribune
n'..i,ii cama t«> he admitted« and to show
hi.w v»rv asrisus he aras the first, ques¬
tion be propoititded was Utk

"lilas Rood, an you sstlaasd with the
present c»»nditi"ti Of the American BtSgeT"

\r.i the young aetrei i Bashed back her

reply;
"No, i am not!"
Then, fearinj; The Tribune man would

think her a Cas andra, she hastened to
add thai sha did not want t.» appear to
pontlfleate, but that she thought ;»

could explain.
"YOII sec. our puMil Is B youthful one,

and us Idea of an s ureas Is inn >»f whom
| BSx) UK. 'Isn't she

areet!" isn't she lovely*1 'Isn't ^lie a

deai !' That, al pri ai aari to ba
the .. audl

Europe it are it Is:

view, o rather olnl
'.>ng, l"tig Jour«

n. Now, .im practical, and realise
ti at until i have become Bupreme I must

give i h« publie a good deal r>Ç what it
wish'-, i. t «-.»li 11 v"'i tiiat ss soon

e oui« fameiM <n<ja.;h and have
BSSda enough money to Ire able to do it 1
am going to act th.- paits that T want.
"Another great weakness in our theatre,

and one which absolutely stultifies eo

many promising sctors and sctraaaea, is
the rnanner li which they aie forced to
act always the asme typi of character.
When an aotrSSB makes a success In one

oi -.ci kmsble resaoa
think .-he must ever afterward

That veraatttit)
ild asirá appi si - »¦» m »i i of thees

managers as contrary to i he order of
for oí i ahaply refti

:».¦ bound down in this way. r made my
Bret ireat success m a draakea scene in
far .. comed; in "Seven Days,' whereupon
I was at once put down as a farce coni'dy
a ureas of arunken scenes for all eternity.
"lott'itia ¦!>. i iiad a win, and i pro*

to meah auch driuafons by sev-
ca us of carmin« adveaturaaaaa I
¦I m Tiie Typhoon' and in "The

the House.' orne nice I was

cnhokd. i was to r<» throogh life
.¡ad generan*' iai-;n; hob.

Again I revolted, but when Mr. Woods
had tee -«sarsge to put me ,.) "fh... Yel¬
low Ticket' In a part whi'h summed .:p
the of the Jewish race he was
t-dd frankly that he was crazy and would
ruin Bla play. Hut I appear to have
rooted them all açain. and I hope to be
,»b!i to ontlsoe to fool them until i am
8 cray h.iired old woman.

"'Hut. after all. we mustn't theorize, for
theorizing gula creation. What we must
do is get up and do and if it is in i, t
will com« out. The great thing U never
to stay satisfied and always remain true
to the baíi:. truths of art. If»jw many
fine talents have been ruined by their
possessors abandoning the primal aha*
plicitics, the foundations upon which all
good acting must rest, and continually
» \negerat in- certain traits in their per-'
tonalities until they have no personaliti.-s
left An ai trees should always be sin'ere.
Sincerity will always prove t. i. .. arjfj
truest friend in acting, as in lift "

\nd as The Tr.bune rru.n took liis
this was the note that rcmaintd in hia
mind. Truly, he had not been false to his
promise.it had been a very serious inter«
vtewl

ORCHESTRA AT THE LITTLE.
The Little Ihîatre has now acquired an

joethe6'r.i N is the little Theatre Quar¬
tet and rlays tetwitn the acts it pla>a'
lu the aurUttftao« however,

ONE NEW PLAI*
De-^ls with tHe Diversities of a LadyWho

CotaldfVt. «Say No.A Reviví*!.

ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THE WEEK

ON MONDAY EVENING: *

At the Garden Theatre, "The Shepherd Kino " hy Wright Lonmir,
ON TUESDAY EVENING:

At Maxine Elliott's Theatre, "The Charm of Isabel," by Sidney Roaenfeld.

The Emmetl Corrigan Producing Com¬
pany Will present the MMtCSl drama bv

Wright Loriraer, "Th'- Shepherd King."
ai the Gard .( Theatre for two weeks,
commencing Monde;. Th< w<¦<t

liven udei luaplcea ««i the
Lthoile Werke, whl« h la an '¦.

ganiastion oí all the leading ebsritsbM
social. Philanthropie and edncatssnal
»'atholic aocleties in New Vc«rk. It. waa

founded two years ago at the suggestion
of Carflhnal Fari«*y. and has ansroesd "-

»«-If to raising funds for charity and for
other work.
Th«- company, Which haa been specially

«engaged and drilled by Mr. Kmmrlt < or-

iigan, la headed by William Farnutn, aud
In his support are Robert McWado. fc.d-
ward KaoKay, Fdr.a Aiefssf Crawfsrs,
Virginia Hadley and manv others. There
is also a choius "f forty VOBOes and a

large ball« t, many of the old Biolwal
aongfl win i'«.- rendered, with
»he scriptural musk and dsnHrg

"The Bhepherd Knit;" liar not i-
In New York for a BUmhSI Of PaSTS, but
whrn tirpt produesd here it ran lor ¡>i\-
teea weeks at tue Knickerbocker Thea¬
tre.

"The Charm of laglnl." .-»¡.dney Ho-
senteld, wdl bsVvB its first pnbtk BST-
formance at Maxine Elliott's Theatre on

Tuesday evening, Loins put forward by
William A. Brady. Limited. A fail »ires«
rehearsal of the comedy was civ.-n be¬
fore an Invitad audlene» at the Forty«
eighth Street Th'-atre two Sundays a^o
Where it was developed thai the principal
«harm of a young woman COfiSiBtOd m

Inability to say no In ertsaa arnera
tlii decisive negati\e wonld have pre¬
served her from embarrassing <-ompli'-a-
tions. In these < ircimstan»-es th»; charm¬
ing Isabel was wont to resort to the sub¬
terfuge of flight. ersieh accounted for
her sudden appearance in the bosom of a

dyspeptic yet --lately New Kngland fam¬
ily following an adventure with an over-

ardsnt French man i-i Pan.-». In the
date rural surroundings of her new abode
the >oung lady with acute tendencies
toward the affirmative became th»- «en¬

tering figure m ko many v» xallous domes¬
tic upheavals that tn desperation she
added the missing word to her vocanu-
lary and conquered her little world. Miss
Marie Nordatrom imp«.'rsorat««l lsab«i
i¿pon thi- occaaSStt, flSJttS evidently ts HI
Bra ly s complete satisfaction, sin»-«- BBS
la retained for the p«*htas carsflf sf the
play. Th's also i3 true «,f Albert Br«»wn,
who then appeared, and will BOW rscor
as the impetuous Frenchman; Ned Sparks
formerly the tlav clerk of Bit tin Mi.-a
brown '. and Isabella BSSSSSR. Otheifl Is
the cast ta he revealed on Tuesdnv even¬

ing are Florence Gerald. Julia Varney,
Felix KrsflShf and William Carleton.

- a

"LEAP YEAR LAND."
' l<eap Year Ban«!." a new corme opeta.

by Kenneth and Bo;. W«-hl>. will h* pro¬
duced i«ir the first tiflSa at Walla« k'a
Tti»dtie m, TtSSSSSy night. May h. Th*
I"- . dflaS ribe-l b\ its authoi* mm a
s'iffragett- operd. a« fne Arv.n utteg
placo on an imaginai y udami where
BIPSJ iu;* slwaj.B rultd. Koy Webb,

who has written the mus.-- tor the "Leap
Year l.....d.'' is p**SbsMy better known
as i winner of s"H' prisai thai aa s

compesar ol musk He bss, however.
ahead", a'-hi-v <><l consul« ruble success in
previous produ«ctlons made In eoitahora-
Don v in ii brother. He Is twealjffsa

t.» i. «. of "the young
at coasposers in captivity." One per¬
formance will be given, the proceed; to

.¦ devoted to chanty.

STOCK AND ONE WEEK HOUSES.
One of the Interesting features of

Rupert Hugh's a farce. "Excuse Me."
.which will beiiin an engagement at the
Oran«i <">P'ia House to-monow night, is
the hold-up sc« BO. Tue tetisloa is allowed
to last but a short time, as th* » ar«lee«
r.ess af a blghwsymsn gives opportunity
to B quick tninkiri«, nnd acting man
among the u angara and a minute late'
the COSnadl t». unies full 8W8J Included
in the company la Wlllia P. Sweatinan
in his original role of the Pullman portei
Wednesday and Saturday matinées WdU
be given.
Owing to tue. success of the dramatic

spectacle, "Everywoman' at the Bronx
Opera House, where it is concluding «an
emiagenierit of one week. Henry W. Sav¬
age has arranged with Me^ars. Cohan and
HSfria to continue the performance tor
a second week, beginning Monday. The
cast is entire!v i-atisiying. and Includes a
«usinai.' Bassaaass of over HI people and
8 spécial aymphcay orchestra of twenty-
live musicians-

"A SCRAP OF PAPER."
1 he Empire Theatre is BO pressmgly

needed this week for day and night re¬
hearsals for tho John Drew-Ethel Barry
more company in Sardou'.s "A Scrap Of
Paper"' that it will remain closed »o
th»' public until next Monday night» Onl
in tins way «an this »especially intereît-
ing representation of one of the most
lag! nioua of modera comedies be wade
ready by Monday week, May U. By
then the play will be met about rcsdy
for public presentation, becaus« the re
hearsats were slow in commencing ow¬
ing to the necessary continuance of Mr
Draw's tour in "The T> runny of Toars"
and "The Will." and Mis. Harrymoree
tour in "Tanto" nsHlioi of which could
be curtailed. Splendid eeniedy part.'.
tailing easily within the styles chai-
tt'tenstic of Mr. DrgW and Miss Barry-
more, are the Interesting opportunities
afforded tlicse well-known atara by "A
Scrap of Paper." But thil «'uining Em¬
pire Theatr.t John Drew-"Ethel ögrry-
niore »r/^son is a very temporary plan
Inevitably ending with the coming of
tho hot weather.and probably unpOWi-
ble of repetition in am other subse
qiunt «. aeon, aacssSsaS Mr. Draw and
Miss Burryn.oro will again head ».«par
ate orgdiiuat.on» directly "A ¡»crap of
Paper'' closes. However, each artist b.v
then will have satisfied long cherished
ambitions to apytar together 1ft the
»n».|il.»r. *


